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March 15                Acts 16:1-24 

Paul, very much annoyed, said to the spirit, “I order you in the 
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.”  And it came out that very 
hour.  Acts 16:18 

Isn’t everyone excited about hearing good news?  In a time when we 
are bombarded with bad news of illness, violence, and lack of security, 
isn’t good news welcome?   And why is it that even people in our coun-
try, who are free to hear any religious message, often resist the good 
news of Jesus with indifference and in some cases, legal action? 

A glimpse at our Scripture reading from Acts might give us a clue as 
to how difficult it was to share the good news of Jesus in the first cen-
tury.  Timothy went with Paul and as a result the churches were 
strengthened in the faith and increased in numbers.  As they continued 
their travels we learn that they were not as successful until they reached 
Philippi.  It was there they met Lydia who rejoiced in the good news 
and was baptized.  Lydia invited Paul and Timothy to stay with her and 
share the good news with others in her city. 

It was there that they met a slave girl who was a fortune teller.  Hav-
ing healed the slave girl from an annoying spirit of divination, she was 
no longer to make money for her owners.  The owners of the slave girl 
seized Paul and Silas and accused  them of disturbing the city and advo-
cating customs not lawful for Romans. They were then beaten with rods 
and thrown into prison.   

 Unfortunately, that scene is still being played out in many parts of 
our world today…Iraq, India, China …and other countries.  And in our 
country there are many deaf ears.   Today’s story in Acts reminds us 
that the church still exists to bear bold testimony to what God has done 
and is doing through Jesus Christ.   

Gracious and loving God, we rejoice in the good news of Jesus who 
came to this earth to bring light and life to all people.   Help us, in our 
daily lives, to share that good news with others.  We also pray that the 
Holy Spirit inspire Christians  throughout the world to testify to the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus.   Amen.   

The writer: Pastor Duane Hanson:  Executive Director of Bethel 
Horizons.  He is married to Ruth.  They have two adult children: Bjorn 
and Solveig.   
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March 11            Acts 14:1-28 

And Paul, looking at him intently and seeing that he had faith to be 
healed, said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.”  And the man 
sprang up and began to walk.  Acts 14:9,10 

Paul and Barnabus were on a journey to tell Jews and Gentiles about 
the victory we receive when we accept the life of Christ into our lives.  
They were traveling to Iconium, a larger city, that once converted to 
Christianity, to influence and assist the ministry in the surrounding ar-
eas.  By many, the good news was well received; and by others, not so 
much.  For the disciples, their lives were in danger and so they had to 
travel carefully and strategically. 

Through Paul and the other disciples, the Lord worked His miracles.    
It brought many to faith.  In this passage, Paul and Barnabas were mis-
taken for some of the pagan gods that some believed in.  Paul made it 
very clear, they were preaching, teaching and living out their faith in 
our triune God, and not of any false gods or vexing mysteries.  In some 
ways, it was easier to preach and bring to faith the Jews who knew the 
Old Testament teachings on the coming of the Messiah.  For the Gen-
tiles, it was a whole new ball game.  But the church was growing! 

In Lystra, Paul came upon a man who was crippled from birth.  The 
man had the faith, trust and expectation that God could heal him.  Paul 
said to this man,  Stand upright on your feet.  This man stood up and 
walked for the first time in his life.  Miracles like these helped convert 
non-believers and also fueled the anger in those who were against 
Christianity.  In Lystra, Paul was stoned and many thought he was 
killed, even the disciples.  But the Lord wasn’t finished with Paul yet. 
And there was a strong church established in Lystra. 

Through difficult and dangerous times, the disciples and other fol-
lowers of Jesus, pressed on.    God had opened the door of faith to the 
Gentiles.  Paul and Barnabas and the rest of the disciples stepped out in 
faith to bring to the community of Christ many more believers, in spite 
of the resistance.  It took extraordinary means.  The Old Testament 
taught the LAW and the coming of the Savior.  And in these stories we 
witness the LOVE of the New Testament...  this love that was lived and 
preached by the followers of Jesus, which went way beyond what any 
law could require.  That is the beauty of the New Testament and the gift 
and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

Loving God, we thank you for the grace and providence you have so 
freely given. We ask you for the endurance, the strength and wisdom to 
reach out to others who have yet to know you.  May the Holy Spirit em-
power us to be channels of your love, wisdom, strength and grace.  In 
Jesus Name we pray. Amen. 

The writer:  Mary Conlin is now in her 19th 
year of service at Bethel Lutheran.  She works with 
Bethel PrimeTimers, Bethel XYZ and other 
groups, as well as Blessed Bethel Volunteers. 
Mary has recently adopted two puppies, a Lab 
named "Tank" and a Cockapoo “Synie”.  (She 
spends her free time at home training these two, or 
they may be training her.) 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=133792286



