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March 10           Acts 13:42-52 

And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly saying, “It was necessary 
that the word of God should be spoken first to you (Jews).  Since you 
reject it and judge yourselves to be unworthy of eternal life, we are now 
turning to the Gentiles.”  Acts 13:46 

Paul is known as God’s missionary to the Gentiles (non-Jews). Since 
nearly everyone reading this devotional booklet is a Gentile, we have a 
deep affinity for this great teacher. Here is what is interesting. Initially 
Paul focused only on working and teaching Jewish people. When he 
entered a town his first stop was the Jewish synagogue. Yet time after 
time he was beaten, humiliated or run out of town by a group of Jewish 
people. Finally, he gave up and began to teach Gentiles. 

That is what happened in this short passage in the 13th Chapter of 
Acts. Paul and Barnabas had stopped in Antioch, a city in present day 
Turkey, to conduct their teaching and preaching ministry. One Sabbath 
they were greeted warmly and a number of Jews and Jewish converts 
invited them back the following week to, “tell us more.” The next Sab-
bath “the whole city,” gathered to hear them. 

The positive response to this new teaching set off a number of Jews, 
who went wild with jealousy and tore into Paul, contradicting every-
thing he was saying, and causing an ugly scene. 

Paul and Barnabas didn’t back down. “Well, ” they said to the 
crowd, “we tried to start our mission with you who are Jewish, but it is 
obvious that you want no part of this message of eternal life. Therefore, 
we will refocus our attention on non-Jews.” 

They did, and along with thousands of other teachers, were so suc-
cessful that nearly all of Europe, and later, the United States, converted 
to Christianity. 

Recently, however, fewer and fewer people in Europe embrace faith 
in Jesus Christ. Those same trends seem to be taking place in our coun-
try. Are we the equivalent of those first century Jews who harassed Paul 
in Antioch? Some people are predicting that the flame of Christianity 
that once spread across Europe and the United States, will go out. 

Not so! The flame will not go out. Instead it will burn brightly else-
where. Today the flame is spreading to South American, Africa and 
Asia. Perhaps it is time for them to send missionaries to us. 

Loving God, continue to spread the flame of 
your word though our cities and villages. Light 
our hearts with the warmth of your Spirit so that 
we can love you and the people you have made to 
be our neighbors. Amen. 

The writer:  Bill White is the Senior Pastor of 
Bethel Lutheran Church. He is the husband of 
Sally, the father of Scott and Sara and the grand-
father of Thomas and Isaac. 
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March 16           Acts 16:25-40 
Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of 

the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were 
opened...Acts 16:26 

Paul and Silas, like so many missionaries of the early church were 
arrested, beaten and imprisoned for living their faith.  In prison they 
continued to live their faith by praying and singing hymns.  We don’t 
know if they prayed for their release or not.  My hunch is, probably not.  
Paul says elsewhere that he learned to be perfectly content wherever he 
was and whatever his circumstances. Their later actions also suggest 
that release wasn’t their number one priority. Perhaps their prayers were 
for their jailer and the judges who sent them to jail.   

When the earthquake came and opened up the  jail  Paul and Silas 
didn’t leave.  Instead they stayed for dinner with their jailer, led  him to 
faith and baptized him and his family! Even when the judges who sent 
them to jail said they could go free, they refused to leave unless the 
judges came personally to free them.  And even when the judges acqui-
esced, on the condition they leave town, they wouldn’t leave until they 
had a meal at Lydia’s house. 

Demonstrations of faith like this often prompt me to wonder what  I 
would have done if I had been around during the early days of the 
church.  Would I have followed Jesus so faithfully that I would have 
been sent to jail and beaten?  Probably not but, if I did go to jail would-
n’t I have barreled out of there the moment the doors were open rather 
than staying to convert the jailer?  Is there any chance I would have 
been anywhere near as faithful and courageous as Paul and Silas?   

We know that the disciples and the other leaders of the early church 
were not perfect.  It was Peter who denied Christ three times  in one 
night.  Paul speaks of his own failures and imperfections.  Yet these 
early Christians kept the faith despite ridicule, flogging, imprisonment 
and even martyrdom.  Because they did, the faith is alive today for us.   

Few of us who profess Christianity today are tested like those who 
built the early church.  When we are tested, even in much milder ways, 
we often fail.  Yet enough of us are faithful enough so that the church 
continues.  God, it seems, can use even the most fragile of vessels to 
accomplish his will.  But it would be good, wouldn’t it, if we were 
somewhat stronger vessels now and then? 

Dear Lord; strengthen our faith.  Give us the courage to follow you 
wherever you lead us.  Help us not to temporize or make excuses but 
make us, like Paul and the early Christians enthusi-
astic, joyful followers, content whatever our circum-
stances and willing to go were we are sent and do 
what we are asked. Amen. 

The writer: Arlen Christenson - Member of Be-
thel since 1964.  He is married to Judy.  The have 
two children, Anne Murphy and John Christenson 
and six grandchildren.  He is a Bethel Foundation 
Board member.  
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