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March 17            Acts 17:1-15 

“ This Jesus I’m telling you about is the Messiah.”  Acts 17:3 

I can remember in the spring of the year getting off the school bus, 
running up the driveway and as I approached the house yelling, “Is it 
here yet? Did it come today?”  Every day for about two weeks I will ask 
the same question and finally it arrived.  I grab the Sears and Roebuck 
catalog from the table and start paging through it.  About half way 
through the catalog I find the section for girls clothing.  For the next 
two hours I will plan and decide which dress I will order for Easter.  
Finally I make the announcement, “This is the one!” 

In the scripture reading for today Paul and Silas travel through Am-
phipolis and Apollanis stopping in Thessalonica.  As was Paul’s cus-
tom, he went to the synagogue service, and for three Sabbaths in a row 
he interpreted the Scriptures to the people.  When Paul spoke in the 
synagogues, he wisely began by talking about Old Testament writings 
and explaining how the Messiah fulfilled them, moving from the known 
to the unknown.  When we talk about Christ we should begin where 
people are affirming the truth they know and then we can present 
Christ, the one who is truth. 

Each day I watch for the mailman and hope he leaves a package that 
contains my dress.   Soon my hope is fulfilled and with each wearing 
the excitement fades.  This is the opposite of our hope described in the 
scriptures.  The Messiah, the Holy One, comes as a baby, lives on earth, 
dies, rose, returns and ascends to heaven.  This is the Savior that gives 
me hope - this is the Savior that will not fade. This Easter season make 
the announcement, “This is the one!” 

Dear Jesus, help me prepare for the announcement of hope this 
Lenten season.  Help me be silent and hear the announcement – the 
tomb is empty!  He is risen! He is risen indeed! Amen. 

The writer: Anita Grue – Coordinator of Youth Ministry at Bethel 
Lutheran Church. I’m a grandmother of 5, mother of 2 daughters and 
wife of Alan going on 43 years.  I enjoy sewing American Doll clothes 
and quilting in my spare time. 
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March 9              Acts 13:1-41 

Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a 
member of the court of Herod the ruler, and Saul. Acts 13:1 

Acts 13:1-41is a vivid illustration that God chooses followers with 
widely different personalities and with diverse backgrounds and that 
those chosen can evolve down paths that differ in notoriety but are 
equal in the eyes of God.  The diversity of those chosen to be early 
leaders of the church is obvious in verse 1.  God chose two, Barnabas 
and Saul, who were opposites in terms of personality and temperament 
to minister to the Gentiles in Cyprus. 

The evolution of Christ’s followers occurs in Verses 4-12.  Barnabas 
had been mentioned first and Saul last in verse 1, indicating that 
Barnabas presumably was the leader in Cyprus.  However, Saul’s pas-
sion propels him to leadership in their confrontation with the false 
prophet, Bar Jesus. This miraculous confrontation triggered the rise in 
Paul’s ministry that was extensively recorded.  The evolution of this 
servant is further emphasized by naming him Paul rather than Saul and 
Paul being mentioned before Barnabas in subsequent writings. 

Barnabas’ ministry probably was more low-keyed as compared to 
Paul but was effective because he was known as the “son of encourage-
ment.”  It is interesting to speculate how the early church might have 
evolved if quiet, but effective, Barnabas had not encouraged and con-
vinced others in the early church to accept Saul into the ministry.   

How many women and men do you know in Bethel who are Ba-
rnabases and Pauls?  I suspect that you can name many who are unique 
in temperament and personalities but are equally committed and effec-
tive in their service to and love of the Lord.  We often think that the 
early Christians had almost superhuman qualities but we can see the 
Barnabases and Pauls serving God today as in the first century. 

 Dear Lord, we thank you for the diversity of your servants who dif-
fer in many ways but labor in unison to serve you and your peo-
ple.  Help each of us to appreciate the uniqueness of your servants so 
that we can receive your unique gifts.  Amen. 

 The writer: Norm Olson has been a member of 
Bethel since the late 1950’s.  He and his wife, Dar-
lene, live in Madison and have two grown children 
who live in the Minneapolis and Washington, DC 
areas. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=134587134



