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March 8            Acts 12:1-25 

“ Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord 
has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from 
all that the Jewish people were expecting.’” Acts 12:11 

What a fabulous story.  There are jail break-outs (think the stealth of 
Disney’s Robin Hood), travels through the night, angels, kings, and ex-
cited housemaids.  Oh I love good stories.  And this is no exception.  
Seriously.  Go read it. 

And now that you have read the story, of course, I am going to tell 
you that only one story here is about breaking Peter out of jail.  Look at 
the opening and closing verses of this chapter; Peter’s prison capers 
happen only because of Herod’s obsessive need to feel loved by the 
masses.  He kills one disciple (James), which pleased the crowd, so he 
then put Peter in jail (even better), had the guards killed when they “let” 
Peter escape, and then was struck down dead himself when he allowed 
the multitudes to hail him as a god.  But the stories don’t end there, ei-
ther. 

I think that one character we often skip over when reading Bible 
stories, is God.  We, of course, assume that God is present and active – 
some even say things happen because God “wants” it to - but we rarely 
see God as an actual being.  A real Being with real thoughts, feelings, 
actions, and reactions.  A true “player” in the story who must also deal 
with the actions of others.  Read this story again as if you were playing 
the part of God.  How do you view the events now?  What role did you 
play in this story, and why?  What sorts of world realities and human 
actions did you have to put up with?  What feelings do you have at each 
verse?  Look back through the book of Acts so far.  Does reading it 
from “God’s standpoint” change what the actual story is?  Why or why 
not? 

In our own lives, we act with and against God and everything in be-
tween.  What story have you been a part of? 

Lord, I thank you for your presence.  Continue to give me the ability 
to see you in this world, the mind to know you, and the heart to under-
stand you.  Give me courage to live in this world as someone loved by 
you. Through your Holy Spirit I pray, Amen. 

The writer:  Sarah Harrold is the Pastor of Evan-
gelism and Mission at Bethel.  Sitting in coffee 
shops, people-watching, speculating on all sorts of 
topics, and watching movies are particular strengths 
of hers. 
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March18           Acts 17:16-34 

For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of wor-
ship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN 
GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to pro-
claim to you.  Acts 17:23   

BELIEVE – BEHAVE – BELONG… 

When you believe what we believe and behave like we behave, then 
you can belong to our group.  This was the understanding of member-
ship I had when I started working with my first youth group back in 
college.  I thought that thinking and acting like a Christian was a pre-
requisite for being included in the Christian community. 

As the youth leader for a church in College Station Texas I was all 
about providing fun and fellowship for the members of the youth group.  
I constantly encouraged the youth to talk about their faith with their 
friends and to invite others to join us for fun and fellowship.  I expected 
as other Christians in the community heard about how much fun we 
were having, they’d want to join in the fun as well and our numbers 
would grow.  Little did I know, the Holy Spirit was working through 
the youth in a different way. 

They began to invite non-Lutherans and even non-believers to join 
us for our youth nights, service and activities!  At first I thought this 
would be a complete disaster.  The new attendees would try to poke 
holes in our faith discussions, rebel against the games we played and 
hate the music.   Instead, I was amazed at how the youth seemed to feel 
comfortable just being around their friends.  At first new members 
would enjoy the games and music and just listen during our faith dis-
cussions, and then slowly but surely they began to enter into the discus-
sions and share their own faith. 

I had it all backwards… BELONG – BEHAVE – then BELIEVE! 

Paul understood in this passage that you have to meet people where 
they are.  He spoke to them in ways that made them feel comfortable 
first using examples from their own faith.  He then invited people to 
listen more in depth about Jesus and relied on the Spirit to help people 
hear the truth of the Gospel. 

Gracious God, thank you for the opportunities you give us to share 
your story.  Help us to make people around us feel loved and cared for 
and help set an example of behavior that has a posi-
tive impact on the community.  As we share the good 
news of Christ with others, let the Spirit work 
through us to reach the ears and the hearts of those 
who need to hear your loving message.  Amen. 

The writer: Cory Hamilton is Assistant to the 
Youth Coordinator at Bethel and Assistant to the 
Bishop for Youth and Family Ministry in the South-
Central Synod of Wisconsin.  He has a background 
in camping ministry, working in Wisconsin and 
Texas, and loves working with youth. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=134501931



